Consider An Alarm

Alarms can be a good investment, especially if
you have many valuables in your home, or live
in an 1solated area or one with a history of
break-ins,

- Check with several companies before
you buy so you can decide what level of
security fits your needs. Do business
with an established company and check
references before signing a contract.

- Leamn how to use your system properly!
Dan't “cry wolf” by setting off false
alarms. People will stop paying
attention and you'll probably be fined.

- Some less expensive aplions, ,.a sountd
detecting socket that plugs into a light
fixture and makes the light flash when it
detects certain noises, motion sensing
outdoor lights that turn on when
saomeone approaches, ar lights with
photo cells that tum on when it's dark
and off when it"s light.

Burglars Do More Than Steal
Burglars can commit rapes, robberies, and
assaults if they are surprised by someane coming
home or pick 2 home that is occupied.

- IFsomething looks questionable - a slit
screen, a broken window or an open
door - don’t go in. Call the police from
a neighbor's house or a public phone.

- At night, if you think you hear someone
breaking in, leave safely if you can, then
call police. If you can’t leave, lock
yourself in a room with & phone and call
police. Ifan intruder is in your room,
pretend you are asleep.

- Guns are responsible for many
accidental deaths in the home every
year. Think carefully before buying a
gun. 1If you do own one, learn how to
store it and use it safely.

Take a Stand!

- Join a Neighborhood Watch group. If
one doesn’t exist, you can start one with
help from local law enforcement.

- Never leave a message on your
answering machine that indicates you
may be away from home. Rather than
saying “1'm not at home right now,” say
“I'm not available right now.”

- Work with neighbors and local
government to organize community
clean-ups. The cleaner your
neighborhood, the less attractive it is to
crime.
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Making your home safer from crime
doesn 't always mean having to install
expensive alarms — effective home
security starts with properly locked
doors and windows and visible, well-
lighted entryways.

Exterior Doors

All exterior doors should be either metal or solid
wood, For added security, use strong door
hinges on the inside of the door, with non-
removeable or hidden pins. Every entry door
should be well highted and have a wide-angle
door viewer so you can see who is outside
without opening the door,

Locks

Strong, reliable locks are essential to effective
home security. Always keep doors and windows
locked — even a five-minute trip to the store s
long enough for a burglar to enter your home.

Use quality keyed knobs as well as deadbolts -
deadbolts can withstand the twisting, luming,
prying and pounding that regular keyed knobs
can't.

When choosing a deadbolt, look for such
features as a bolt that extends at least one inch
when in the locked position, 1o resist mmming
and kicking: hardened steel inserts to prevent the
balt from being sawed off, and a reinforced
strike plate with extra long mounting screws to
anchor the lock efectively,

Most deadbalts are single-cylinder; they operate
from the outside with a key and from the inside
with a thumb latches. Double-cylinder
deadbolts require a key to open the lock from
both outside and inside vour home.

These locks are especially effective for doors
with glass within 40 inches of the lock - an
intruder cannot break the glass and unlock the
door by reaching through

Some jurisdictions do no allow these locks
check with vour local law enforcement or
building code authorities befare installing a
double cylinder deadbolt.  As one allemative,
security glazing can be applied w glass pancls in
or near the door, or shatterproof glass can be
mstalled, though these options can be expensive.

Sliding Glass Doors

Shiding glass doors can offer easy entry into
your home. To improve security on existing
sliding glass doors, you can install keyed
locking devices that secure the door to the
frame; adjust the track clearances on the doors
so they can’t be pushed out of their tracks, or put
a piece of wood or a metal bar in the track of the
closed door to prevent the door from opening
even if the lock is jimmied or removed.

Windows

Maost standard double-hung windows have
thumb-turn locks between the two window
panels. Don’t’ rely on these - they can be pried
open or easily reached through a broken pane.
Instead, install keyed locking devices to prevent
the window from being raised from the outside,
but make sure everyone in the house knows
where to find the keys in case of an emergency.,
Some jurisdictions have restrictions on this type
of lock — check with your local law enforcement
before you install them,

An easy, inexpensive way to secure your
windows is to use the “pin™ trick. Drill an
angles hole through the top frame of the lower
window partially into the frame of the upper
window. Then insert a nail or eyebolt. The
window can’t be opened until you remove the
nail. Make a second set of holes with the
windows partly opened so0 you can have
ventilation without intruders.

- Ask local law enforcement for a free
home security survey



